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Private Guided Safari 

For Delegates from the African Youth Innovation in Tourism Summit  
Swakopmund to Sossusvlei to Windhoek

2 to 6 June  

FOR A MINIMUM OF FOUR AND A MAXIMUM OF TEN PARTICIPANTS 
Namibia is a vast country, even by African standards, covering an area approximately four times the size of the United Kingdom but with a population of a mere 2 million - one of the lowest densities in the world. It is also an 'ageless land’; visible through our heritage of rock art created by stone-age artists and geological attractions such as the petrified forest where fossilised tree trunks have lain for over 280 million years. Added to the space and silence, these all contribute to a feeling of antiquity, solitude and wilderness.   The climate is typical of a semi-desert country. Days are warm to hot and nights are generally cool. Temperatures are modified by the high plateau in the interior and by the cold Benguela Current that runs along the Atlantic coastline. Except for the first few months of the year, the country is generally dry with very little rain.

This Ultimate Namibia Safari affords you the chance to experience this magnificent and memorable country in a very personal way. You will have your own professional and experienced safari guide who will enhance your enjoyment of this unique country by making it a fascinating and stress-free journey of discovery amidst very dramatic scenery. The knowledge, experience, and character of our guides are critical to a successful safari which is why we ensure that they are both personable and very professional.    

Your Ultimate Safaris guide will have an intimate knowledge of each area and camp/lodge that you visit, allowing them to share the local insights and highlights whilst adding continuity and depth to your safari. It goes without saying that they all know exactly what a "True African Safari" is all about. Not only are our guides highly qualified, each has a specific area of expertise. Together they possess the breadth and depth of knowledge to allow them to answer questions and satisfy the particular interests of each of our guests. The presence and company of your Ultimate Safaris guide will turn your safari into an experience of a lifetime!


ITINERARY IN BRIEF
Day 1

Collect from Swakopmund Hotel, drive to Strand Hotel, Swakopmund
Day 2 & 3
Drive to Camp Sossus, Sossusvlei

Day 4 

Drive to Windhoek, drop off at Galton House 
Day 5

Departure transfer to Windhoek/Hosea Kutako International Airport 


TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
· Travel with one of Namibia’s most reputable and well-known naturalist guides.
· Visit and explore Namibia’s central coastal region with canyons, dunes and lagoons.
· Explore the private Namib Tsaris Conservancy on exploratory nature drives and guided walks whilst staying at Camp Sossus.

· Climb some of the world’s highest free-standing sand dunes at Sossusvlei and enjoy a magic box picnic in the Namib Naukluft Park afterwards.

· Enjoy spectacular star gazing of the Milky Way on the Namib Tsaris Conservancy.
· Enjoy refreshing moments in desert pools on the Namib Tsaris Conservancy.


DETAILED ITINERARY
Day 1 





Friday, 02nd June 2023
Arrival in Windhoek
This afternoon your Ultimate Safaris guide will pick you up from the Summit venue at the Swakopmund Hotel and Entertainment Centre at the end of the proceedings there and take you out on an excursion into the local Welwitschia Plains and the ‘Moon Landscape’.. 

After the excursion, your guide will drive you back to Swakopmund for your stay at the stylish Strand Hotel by the “Mole”. There may also be time this afternoon to explore the town further and to wander along the waterfront on foot. Your guide will then take you out for dinner at a popular restaurant which specializes in seafood and other delicacies.
Swakopmund: Swakopmund resembles a small, German coastal resort nestled between the desert and the sea. It boasts a charming combination of German colonial architecture blended with modern hotels, shops, restaurants, museums, craft centres, galleries and cafés. Swakopmund had its beginnings as a landing station in 1892 when the German Imperial Navy erected beacons on the site. Settlers followed and made attempts to create a harbour town by constructing a concrete Mole and then an iron jetty - which attempts were ultimately unsuccessful. The advent of World War one halted developments, and the town sank into decline until half a century later when infrastructure improved and an asphalt road opened between Windhoek and Swakopmund. This made reaching the previously isolated town quicker and easier and it prospered once again to become Namibia’s premier resort town. Although the sea is normally cold for swimming there are pleasant beaches and the cooler climate is refreshing after time spent in the desert. 

Strand Hotel: The Strand Hotel has a prime location on the well known “Mole” beachfront and with its extensive, unique and creatively entertaining Restaurants, Bars, Deli, Lobby-Lounge, Sea Facing Terraces, Beach Kiosk and state of the art Conference & Banqueting Center, all set on the Mole, a historic and iconic site surrounded by Ocean on three sides, the Strand Hotel Swakopmund is a social epicentre and destination in itself for all visitors to and residents of Swakopmund.  The hotel is in walking distance from the centre of town, and has long, sandy beaches right on its doorstep with a total of 125 rooms of which 90% have beach and sea views and 10% garden and park views. Each room is elegantly furnished and feature en-suite bathrooms, complimentary internet Wi-Fi access, Air Conditioning, Electronic Door Locks, Hairdryers, Safes, Direct Dial Telephones, LCD Television with Satellite TV Channels, Tea/Coffee Stations, Stocked Mini-Bars and Working Desks with 220v International Plug Points for Europe, UK and South Africa.

Overnight:
Strand Hotel (www.strandhotelswakopmund.com)
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner



Day 2 

Saturday, 03rd June 2023  

Windhoek to Namib Tsaris Conservancy, Sossusvlei
After an early breakfast you depart on a fascinating drive which takes you south-east through awesome and ever-changing desert landscapes via the impressive Gaub and Kuiseb canyons to meet the dunes at the settlement of Solitaire. A picnic lunch will be had en route and you will continue onto the Namib Tsaris Conservancy, where you will spend your final two nights of your safari at Camp Sossus. Arrival should be in the mid to late afternoon with enough time to acquaint yourself with the camp and enjoy a hot bucket shower before dinner. 
Camp Sossus: Located on the private 24,000 ha Namib Tsaris Conservancy, this camp is a mere thirty minutes’ drive from the Sossusvlei gate, the gateway to the Great Namib Sand Sea, a declared UNESCO World Heritage Site. Camp Sossus is built in a naturally formed amphitheater of a south-facing granite outcrop within striking distance of Sossusvlei and is ideally positioned to avoid the harsh desert sun. The severe desert climate was a primary consideration in the camp’s design, and tents are protected from the stormy east winds by natural stone walls and shaded by roofs built from almost 500 recycled oil drums. It is also equipped with furniture built in part from recycled metals, Oregon pine floorboards and wooden pallets. As a result of this design, the camp is virtually invisible from any distance and carries one of the lowest environmental footprints of any camp in Namibia.  
The large west-facing windows and south-facing doors allow natural cooling by the predominant afternoon south westerly wind and the tents are stylishly furnished, offering important comforts such as en suite flush toilets and bucket showers. They also have comfortable twin beds, solar power (with charging station), a shaded day-bed and a star bed, but the essence of the camp still remains ‘under canvas’ and experiential.   Activities include visits to Sossusvlei with your private guide and general exploration of the private Namib Tsaris Conservancy, including nature walks and drives, guided Mountain Plus Biking, magic moments in desert pools (yes, isn’t that intriguing), our famous Trail Treats, star gazing and sleeping out under the stars from your private star bed. In addition to this, Camp Sossus provides a convenient base from which to go on hot air balloon flights as well as scenic helicopter and fixed wing aircraft flights over the local area. It is also a great venue for photographers, offering fantastic landscapes, iconic quiver trees, and the opportunity for nighttime photography which is often very difficult to arrange elsewhere.

Namib Tsaris Conservancy: The Namib Tsaris Conservancy is nestled between the Nubib and Zaris Mountains, close to the Great Namib Sand Sea and the famous Sossusvlei Dunes. The Conservancy was founded by Landscape Conservationist Swen Bachran in 2010, and it serves as a natural buffer from the harshest desert conditions and a refuge that is vital to wildlife through the dry season. Eight years of intensive work to reverse sixty years of inappropriate farming practices, including the removal of 89 km of internal fencing, the installation of wildlife watering points, the improvement of road networks, the rehabilitation of land and the reintroduction of wildlife that historically occurred here, has resulted in one of the most picturesque and ecologically sound tracts of land in the area.  The Conservancy has gravel plains, mountainous areas with dry river valleys as well as a large, raised plateau which towers above the desert below, and it is now home to some of largest concentrations of wildlife in the area, including Oryx, Springbok, Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra, Burchell’s Zebra, Kudu, Hartebeest, Giraffe, Steenbok, Klipspringer, Bat-eared Fox, and Aardwolf, as well as predators such as Leopard, Cheetah and Spotted Hyena.  Plans for the acquisition of adjoining land to extension of the Conservancy are ongoing, as well as dropping fences to neighboring like-minded conservation areas.

Overnight:
Camp Sossus
(www.ultimatesafaris.na)


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Nature Based Activities with Guide (Local Drinks included)


Day 3 




Sunday, 04th June 2023  




Namib Tsaris Conservancy / Sossusvlei  
This morning you will need to rise early for a magical excursion with your guide to Sossusvlei in the Namib Naukluft National Park, normally setting off before sunrise to enter the park at sunrise and capture the dunes whilst the light is soft and shadows accentuate the towering shapes and curves. The Sossusvlei area boasts some of the highest free-standing sand dunes in the world and your guide will give you an insight on the formation of the Namib Desert and its myriad of fascinating creatures and plants that have adapted to survive these harsh environs. Once you have explored Sossusvlei, Deadvlei and surrounding dune fields to your heart’s content you can enjoy a relaxed picnic brunch in the shade of a camel thorn tree.
You will return to camp with time to relax at camp during the heat of the day. Later in the afternoon you head out again for a scenic nature drive or walk to explore this vast and astounding ecosystem and to enjoy a magnificent final safari sundowner.
Sossusvlei: This most frequently visited section of the massive 50,000 km² Namib Naukluft National Park has become known as Sossusvlei, famous for its towering apricot coloured sand dunes which can be reached by following the Tsauchab River valley. Sossusvlei itself is actually a clay pan set amidst these star shaped dunes which stand up to 300 meters above the surrounding plains, ranking them among the tallest dunes on earth. The deathly white clay pan contrasts against the orange sands and forms the endpoint of the ephemeral Tsauchab River, within the interior of the Great Sand Sea. 
The river course rises south of the Naukluft Mountains in the Great Escarpment.  It penetrates the sand sea for some 55 km before it finally peters out at Sossusvlei, about the same distance from the Atlantic Ocean. Until the encroaching dunes blocked its course around 60,000 years ago, the Tsauchab River once reached the sea; as ephemeral rivers still do in the northern half of the Namib. Sand-locked pans to the west show where the river previously flowed to before dunes shifted its endpoint to where it currently gathers at Sossusvlei.  Roughly once a decade rainfall over the catchment area is sufficient to bring the river down in flood and fill the pan. 
On such occasions the mirror images of dunes and camel thorn trees around the pan are reflected in the water. Sossusvlei is the biggest of four pans in the vicinity. Another, famous for its gnarled and ghostly camel thorn trees, is Deadvlei which can be reached on foot over 1 km of sand. Deadvlei’s striking camel thorn trees, dead for want of water, still stand erect as they once grew. They survived until about 900 years ago when the sand sea finally blocked the river from occasionally flooding the pan.

Overnight:
Camp Sossus





Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Nature Based Activities with Guide (Local Drinks included)


Day 4 





Monday, 05th June 2023  





Namib Tsaris Conservancy to Windhoek 
After a leisurely breakfast this morning you will depart from Sossusvlei and return to Windhoek, driving northeast up the Great Escarpment and through the scenic Khomas Hochland highlands. A tasty picnic lunch will again be served en route and arrival in Windhoek should be by the mid-afternoon.  
Upon your arrival in Windhoek, you will be taken to Galton House in the northern suburbs for your final night’s stay. Dinner this evening will either be enjoyed with your guide at the in-house restaurant.. 

Galton House: Galton House is Windhoek’s newest accommodation establishment. Named after the famous explorer Sir Francis Galton, it has a relaxed but efficient style which creates a very welcoming atmosphere. A mere ten minute drive from the centre of town and perched on the edge of Windhoek’s northernmost affluent suburb of Eros, guests staying here will be ensured of peace and tranquility. The eight guest rooms are all equipped with internet connectivity and satellite television, with a coffee/tea station available on request and other general guest amenities. The communal areas consist of a large lounge, dining room, swimming pool and garden. There is also delightful ‘al fresco’ dining area by the pool, serving freshly prepared and very tasty meals. There are also a number of shops, restaurants and supermarkets within easy striking distance.   

Windhoek Capital City: Windhoek, Namibia’s capital nestles among rolling hills, bounded by the Eros Mountains in the east, the Auas Mountains to the south and the Khomas Hochland in the west. It is a meeting place between Africa and Europe, the modern and the old. In the capital’s main street, well-preserved German colonial buildings are in sharp contrast with modern architectural styles, while Herero women in their traditional Victorian dresses mingle with executives dressed in the latest fashions. Located centrally, Windhoek is the starting point of an adventures holiday for many visitors to the country and an ideal base from where to explore the rest of the country. 

Overnight:
Galton House 

(www.ultimatesafaris.na)






Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast 


Day 5 Tuesday, 06th June 2023  





Namib Tsaris Conservancy to Windhoek 
This morning timings depend on your departure flight. When ready, you will be collected from Galton House for your departure road transfer to the Windhoek/Hosea Kutako International Airport in time for your flight back home. 

This ends your Namibian safari - we wish you safe travels and hope that your Namibian safari has been full of unforgettable highlights and memorable experiences!   

Bon Voyage…….

*** End of Services ***

PLEASE NOTE :

This safari is designed for a minimum of four participants, and it can only run if there are at least four participants. 

COST:  

Valid for 4 to 10 pax sharing travelling 2 – 6 June 2023
ZAR/NAD 24,750.00 per person sharing (nett to you)  
Single Supplement:
ZAR/NAD 3,245.00 single supplement (nett to you)  
INCLUDED:

· Accommodation and meals as stated above.

· Departure airport transfer 

· Transportation in a luxury air-conditioned safari vehicle. 

· Services of a registered and experienced naturalist English-speaking safari guide.

· Entrance fees and excursions as described in above itinerary.

· Mineral water on board the safari vehicle.

· Local drinks at meals at Camp Sossus (this includes water, soft drinks, beers and table wine).  
· Welcome pack.
EXCLUDED:

· International, regional & local flights to Namibia and airport taxes.
· Post safari accommodation in Windhoek.

· Any entrance fees and excursions not included in the above itinerary such as scenic flights.

· All premium and imported wines, champagnes and spirits
· Laundry (laundry service available at lodges at extra cost) 
· Gratuities.

· Items of personal nature (telephone expenses, curios, medicines etc).
· ENTRY VISA FEES.

· BANK CHARGES (as per bank or 3.5% commission for VISA/MASTER and 4.5% commission for AMEX).

NOTES:
· Services subject to availability at the time of booking.

· Rates subject to change without prior notice due to circumstances beyond our control e.g., fuel increases, currency fluctuation etc.

· PLEASE NOTE that whilst we endeavor to accommodate guests at the above stipulated lodges/camps, Ultimate Safaris reserves the right to replace such with one of a similar standard and location. 

· Terms and conditions apply.
HANDY TIPS:
· Visas/Passports: Please ensure: 1) that you have pre-arranged your entry visa if required; 2) that your passport is valid for at least six months after your scheduled departure date from Namibia; 3) that you have a minimum of 2 consecutive clear pages for visas. If this is not the case, there is a danger of being turned away by the Immigration Service on arrival at the airport – assuming your airline has agreed to bring you and risk a fine in the first place.

· Health: No vaccinations are mandatory but please consult your doctor for medical advice. Parts of Namibia are considered to be malarial so we recommend the use of anti-malarial prophylactics (normally Malarone), especially if visiting during the Namibian summer (December to April) – subject to advice from your own doctor.
· Luggage: Is restricted to 23 kg (plus photographic equipment) per person in a soft, hold all type bag. It may be possible to take additional luggage depending on the number of passengers in each vehicle.
· Vehicles: Vehicles used are specialized 4x4 land cruiser safari vehicles, equipped with pop up roofs, air-conditioning and fridges for drinks and snacks. 

Why travel with an Ultimate naturalist guide? 

An Ultimate Safaris naturalist guide will quickly turn a normal safari into a life enriching journey, creating a deeper understanding and appreciation for the incredible places and people that we visit. The guides are the link between our guests and the intricacies of the natural world, sharing their knowledge with enthusiasm and humour. 

Guests are taken on a journey through some of the world’s most beautiful wild places, encountering wildlife spectacles and engaging with age-old authentic cultures while receiving detailed interpretation as offered by our highly trained naturalist guides. Throughout this experience, they are wrapped in the warm and caring hospitality that makes us Ultimate Safaris.

A guided safari offers our guests constant access to one or more of these exceptional guides who have an intimate knowledge of each camp/lodge and area we visit. This allows them to be able to expose the relevant highlights, adding continuity and depth to your safari, and effectively tailor-making your experience. It also means that they are able to take guests to stay at less sophisticated rural venues which might not otherwise be suitable for discerning visitors. 

The presence of our guide adds another level to the hospitality and service that can be offered there and thus ensures that we have the widest reach of options available to us while still maintaining the standards to which we aspire. 

Our guides share in a philosophy that ensures they never cease adding to their encyclopedic knowledge and this makes them lifelong scholars in the fields of their expertise. Their infectious enthusiasm, dedication, character, and in-depth knowledge of the country ensure that guests are at the forefront of real, unique and authentic experiences throughout their journey. Being native to Namibia, our guides are welcomed as friends or family everywhere they go, thus ensuring authentic and life enriching journeys. These often result in guests becoming personal friends of both our guides and the people that they visit. 

All our Land Cruisers are equipped with: 

· [image: image1.png]/_/

ULTIMATE SAFARIS

LIFE ENRICHING JOURNEYS



Roof pop Tops for better photography and game viewing vantage points

· Air Conditioning

· Onboard Fridge/freezers and plenty of water.

· Personal library, which includes a series of guidebooks, maps, stationary and checklists. 

· 220-volt electrical charging point, to charge electrical devices whilst traveling. 

· Guaranteed window seat on every safari. 
· VHF inter-vehicle radios that allow multi vehicle groups to communicate with each other while ‘on the road’
Our guides also travel with their renowned ‘MAGIC BOXES’, which ensure all en-route catering needs are taken care of, from a bush breakfast and coffee and tea stops to majestic sundowners. 
ULTIMATE SAFARIS - Postal: PO Box 9970 Windhoek, Namibia · Physical: 5 Brandberg Street, Eros, Windhoek, Namibia · Tel: +264 61 248137 · Fax: +264 61 238707 · E-mail: info@ultimatesafaris.na · Website: www.ultimatesafaris.na · Director: Martin E. Webb-Bowen & Tristan E. Cowley · Member of: TASA, ATTA & NTB 
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