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BACKGROUND
The Africa Youth in Tourism Innovation Summit and Challenge is an annual Youth initiative hosted
by Africa Tourism Partners in collaboration with the UN Tourism and BDO South Africa. Since
inception in 2019 in Durban, the event has been hosted by the Governments of Ghana (Ghana
Tourism Authority in 2020), Rwanda (Rwanda Development Board, Rwanda Convention Bureau and
Mastercard Foundation in 2021) and the Government of Namibia (Ministry of Environment, Forestry
and Tourism in 2022). 

Currently, the strategic pillars of action are:

making tourism smarter through celebrating innovation and leading the digital transformation of
the sector; 
making tourism more competitive at every level through promoting investment and promoting
entrepreneurship; 
creating more and better jobs and providing relevant training; 
building resilience and promoting safe and seamless travel; and 
harnessing tourism’s unique potential to protect cultural and natural heritage and to support
communities both economically and socially. 
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BACKGROUND
UN Tourism is the United Nations specialized
agency responsible for the promotion of
responsible, sustainable and universal access to
tourism.

As the main international organization in tourism,
it gathers 159 Member States, 6 Associate
Members and over 500 Affiliate Members
representing the private sector, educational
institutions, tourism associations and local
tourism authorities. 

In this regard, UNWTO leads policies and projects
articulated with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Through its
Innovation, Education and Investments
Department, it has led 7 entrepreneurship
competitions (UNWTO Tourism start-up
Competitions), 6 innovation challenges (UNWTO
Specific Challenges) and 11 technology and
innovation forums (UNWTO Tourism Tech
Adventures), building an Innovation Network of
over 5000 start-ups, 450 companies, 280 public
institutions, 180 education centres, 40
incubators/accelerators and 200 investors. The
connection of this ecosystem has allowed the
achievement of more than 45 million Euros for
start-up funding. 
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THE EVENT
This is an exclusive platform being provided to innovative African youth in travel and tourism
looking for funding, partnership and mentorship opportunities to present their projects to the global
marketplace in order to find the required support for their projects. 

The Africa Youth in Tourism Innovation Summit (AYTIS) is the” one and only” pan-Africa Youth and
Start-up in Tourism Summit on the continent. It serves as a pan-African platform for youth & start-
ups in tourism, travel, hospitality, aviation, academia and all related industries to connect, engage,
learn, innovate and grow.

The Youth in Tourism Innovation Challenge on the other hand is a platform to invite innovative
projects and solutions that goes beyond technology but are related to the travel and tourism
industry for review and adjudication by a preeminent panel of industry leaders. Those shortlisted
candidates will be introduced to industry experts for mentorship and also to potential funders for
support and/or partnerships. 

Usually, announcement of the Africa Youth in Tourism Innovation Challenge winners takes place on
the margins of the annual Africa Tourism Leadership Forum (ATLF) and Awards.

AYTIS 2024



04 AYTIS 2024

THE EVENT
Africa tourism innovation and entrepreneurship stakeholders, namely: start-ups and entrepreneurs,
corporations, public institutions, education centres, investors and incubators/accelerators around
compelling tourism issues. The target number of attendees will be 500 in-person and 1500 virtual
participants. 

Among the content and areas of primary focus are tourism entrepreneurship development, travel
technology and innovation, digitalisation and digital marketing, Meetings, Incentives, Conference,
Exhibitions and Events (MICE), career development and guidance in tourism. Central to the content
and delivery approach are the needs of the host country, youth in tourism skills development and
capacity building as well as career path development. The programme will be delivered in a
blended format including masterclasses, syndicated discussions, interactive panel discussions,
expert presentations, dialogues and TED TALKS, among others.
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FOREWORD 

I am deeply honored to address you once more on the celebration of the sixth edition of the Africa Youth in
Tourism Innovation Summit.

First and foremost, I want to praise the outstanding dedication of the government of Namibia and Africa
Tourism Partners, in particularly its CEO, Mr. Kwakye Donkor for their exceptional work in hosting this
annual summit. 

I am proud to reaffirm our steadfast commitment to nurturing young talent and fostering innovation within the
tourism sector. This summit serves as a testament to the transformative power of youth engagement and
innovation, both of which are integral to UN Tourism's vision for the future of tourism in Africa.

Furthermore, as one of the most dynamic and diverse regions in the world and being the youngest continent
globally, with 60% of its population under the age of 25, Africa holds immense potential for tourism
development and economic growth. Through our various initiatives and partnerships, UN Tourism is
dedicated to promoting sustainable tourism practices, fostering economic empowerment, and preserving
Africa's rich cultural and natural heritage.

As you know, UN Tourism Agenda for Africa - Tourism for inclusive growth plays a significant role in shaping
the future of tourism in the continent. The summit's main themes of innovation, education, and youth
empowerment align seamlessly with our core priorities. 

I urge you to embrace the opportunities being presented through the various initiatives provided by this
forum. Engage in the entrepreneurship masterclasses and innovation startup competitions as these
platforms offer more than just educational resources and networking opportunities, they serve as
springboards for transformative ideas. As you actively participate and leverage these resources you have
the opportunity and chance to help shape the future of African tourism and contribute to the sustainable
growth of the sector.

We must underscore the importance of tourism as the most human sector, one that places people at the
center of its endeavors. This principle is further reflected in the new logo of the Organization, which places
individuals at the heart of our action and shows our global leadership in promoting development-oriented
tourism, while always placing humanity and the planet at the forefront.

To conclude, I would like to thank you once again for giving me this opportunity to engage with you. 
I am confident that this summit will yield meaningful outcomes and serve as a catalyst for positive change
within the tourism industry. 

H.E. Zurab Pololikashvili 
Secretary General
UN Tourism

 MESSAGE
UN Tourism
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FOREWORD 

I am pleased to extend my warmest congratulations to the Ministry of Environment and Tourism of the
Republic of Namibia and Africa Tourism Partners (ATP) for their remarkable collaboration in hosting the 6th
edition of the Africa Youth in Tourism Innovation Summit & Challenge. This annual event exemplifies their
commitment and vision in fostering the growth and development of Africa's tourism sector. 

The AYTIS serves as a vital platform for spotlighting key priorities that are crucial for the advancement of the
African region. From education and youth empowerment to digital transformation and attracting Foreign
Direct Investments (FDIs), these are fundamental areas that resonate deeply with the vision of UN Tourism
and the UN Tourism Agenda for Africa – Tourism for Inclusive Growth. 

Investing in and capacitating future generations is paramount for paving the way forward in the evolution of
tourism. As the youngest continent in the world, Africa's youth will play a pivotal role in transforming the
tourism sector and serving as ambassadors for Brand Africa. 

UN Tourism is fully committed to supporting these efforts across multiple fronts: 
Increased access to tourism education and expansion of tourism professionals' skillset 1.
Promotion of innovation, digital transformation and entrepreneurship in the tourism sector2.
Attraction and stimulation of foreign investments that contribute to drive the sustainable growth and
development of Africa’s tourism sector.

3.

Investing in people remains at the core of our priorities, recognizing that tourism is ultimately the most
human-centric sector. This concept has been embodied in the recent rebranding of the Organization,
symbolized by a new logo launched in January 2024, which underscores our commitment to "People, Planet,
Prosperity". 

In closing, I would like to emphasize the significance of this platform and extend my best wishes to all
participants for a successful event. May it be a space for fruitful exchanges, new connections, and the
forging of partnerships that will elevate Africa's tourism sector to new heights.

Elcia Grandcourt
Director, Africa Department
UN Tourism

 MESSAGE
UN Tourism
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MESSAGE FROM THE 

The African Youth Summit is a platform for our young people to explore and develop actionable
solutions that will shape the future of Africa's tourism sector. The travel and tourism industry, a
significant contributor to Africa’s economy, must harness these drivers to create sustainable and
inclusive growth.

In the context of travel tech and tourism innovation, as the Ministry we stand on the brink of an era
filled with boundless opportunities by providing the necessary support, insights and actionable
solutions that can drive forward the Namibia tourism sector.

The Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism under my leadership has successfully and
proudly hosted the last three editions of this auspicious event which aims to empower the African
youth in tourism with the necessary skills as we move toward the 5th industrial revolution.

I urge the Namibian and African Youth at large to take space in the tourism sector especially when
it comes to technological innovation and embrace the Africa continental trade initiative.

Hon. Pohamba Penomwenyo Shifeta, MP
Minister of Environment, Forestry and Tourism, 
Government of the Republic of Namibia

EHon. Pohamba Shifeta
Minister 
Ministry of  Environment,
Forestry & Tourism, Namibia

MINISTER
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MESSAGE
FROM BDO

As we often think about tourism as a mature industry we easily overlook the important role that our African
youth already plays and can play across the tourism value chain:

you are our tourists of today and tomorrow - are we offering and delivering the experiences you want
and reaching you on the platforms you use?
you are our students - are we teaching you what you need to know to perform and succeed in our
industry? 
you are our current and future employees - are we fostering good work environments that attracts and
retains you in the industry?
you are our current and future business owners - are we creating opportunities for young entrepreneurs
to enter and succeed and become established operators?
you are our stakeholders - are we operating responsibly to leave you a sound industry to be proud of in
the future?

 
BDO is looking forward to robust dialogue and sound outcomes across all of the above touchpoints during
the 2024 Africa Youth in Tourism Summit in Namibia at the end of May 2024.

Christelle Grohmann
Director
BDO Advisory Services, 
South Africa
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MESSAGE
FROM ATP

Africa Tourism Partners wish to welcome you all to the 6th and the 2024 edition of the Africa Youth in
Tourism Innovation Summit. Given that this is the 6th year this event is being held, it is important that the
partners of this Summit takes count of what it has achieved in the last five years since its inception in
Durban. 
  
In line with this imperative, ATP is pleased to announce that in collaborations with its lead partners including
UN Tourism, BTO, MILLVEST and AfCFTA, the summit has connected and brought together over 2500
African youth and over 500 tourism and affiliated industry professionals and policy-marker from over 40
countries, physically or virtually, since inception in Durban, in 2019. Key to these was a very successful
hosting of the Summit in 2022 in Windhoek, Namibia, by the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism
in collaboration with UN Tourism which attracted over 650 physical and 2000 virtual delegates. 

More importantly, we are thrilled to announce that ATP and its network of partners have developed this
specialised youth in tourism marketplace to assist tourism start-ups, entrepreneurs, small businesses, and
young people in tourism. The purpose is for attendees to interact, engage, conduct business, share
expertise, and encourage one another through creativity. Our one-on-one career advising and development
clinic, led by experienced and renowned professionals, academics, policymakers, and experts, is critical to
achieving this. This has also created several economic prospects for youngsters in tourism through
innovation such as mentorship, coaching, the formation of value-based business partnerships, and
government backing. 

To further these goals, ATP, UN Tourism, and the Ministry of Environment, Forestry, and Environment
announced the establishment of the Africa Tourism Innovation Hub. We are excited to announce that it will
be launched during this year's summit. 

We need everyone on board to make this effort a success across the continent, and we want to encourage
venture capitalists, investors, and more entrepreneurs to respond to our appeal. This is especially true in
terms of knowledge, investment for young start-ups and small businesses, and redefining ourselves by
contributing to the reduction of youth unemployment in Africa. 

We thank you and invite you to explore Windhoek, Namibia!

Kwakye Donkor
CEO
Africa Tourism Partners, 
South Africa
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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

AYTIS 2024

INNOVATE | CONNECT | SUCCEED

01 MONDAY, 27 MAY 2024  &

TUESDAY, 28 MAY 2024
Delegates, Speakers and Investors Arrivals 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP MASTERCLASS & INTRA-AFRICA TRADING DAY

Entrepreneurship Masterclass
Making Meaningful Connections: 1-on-1 Business Exchange & Intra-Africa Travel trading day
Innovation Challenge Pitching Lab (closed event)
Evening at Leisure

TUESDAY, 28 MAY 2024

03
DAY 1

Official opening
Summit Starts 
End of Day 1 
Evening welcome cocktail

WEDNESDAY, 29 MAY 2024

04
DAY 2

Summit Day
Innovation Battle 
End of Day 2 
Evening at Leisure

THURSDAY, 30 MAY 2024

02

05
DAY 3

Half-day Summit 
1-on-1 Employability Guidance & Investors’ Dialogues
Innovation Challenge Awards
End of Summit
Closing Cocktail 

FRIDAY, 31 MAY 2024

07 Media and Tour Operator Fam Trip and Delegates Departure
SATURDAY, 01 JUNE 2024

08 Departure of Tour Operators and Media 
SUNDAY, 02 JUNE 2024



TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

ALL DAY DELEGATES ARRIVALS & MARKET ACCESS EXPO SET-UP 

09H00 - 09H05 WELCOME MESSAGE Seimy Shidute – Deputy Executive Director, Ministry of
Environment, Forestry & Tourism Namibia, Namibia

09H10 - 10H00
Entrepreneurship & changemakers’ School - Global insights and
learning about the journey of ideation to capital raising

Dan D’Souza - Senior Programme Manager,
Intrapreneurship L Marks, United Kingdom (Virtula)

10H00 - 10H30 Speaker and Delegates’ Open Exchange Barry Clemens - Chairperson, Africa Tourism Youth
Innovation Hub and CEO, EQ Hospitality

10H30 - 11H00 Travel, Tourism and other Investment Opportunities in Namibia
Selma Namutuwa - Manager for Investment
Attraction, Namibia Investment Promotion &
Development Board (NIPDB), Namibia

11H00 - 11H15 NETWORKING & REFRESHMENT BREAK ALL PARTICIPANTS

11H15 - 12H00
Resetting your start-up business’ marketing strategy: Building and
elevating the brand story of entrepreneurs and start-ups for
viable return on Investment

Yaw Dwomoh  -  Chief Executive Officer, Idea Hive,
South Africa 

12H00 - 13H00
Becoming an African-based globally recognised MICE Professional:
The journey, challenges, solutions and opportunities 

Dr. Linda Pereira - Chief Executive Officer, CPL
Events, Portugal

12H00 - 13H00 breakaway session - Tour guiding
MEFT and Tour and Safari Association of Namibia
(Orlando Haraseb and Delphin Ilunga)

13H00 - 14H00 NETWORKING LUNCH ALL PARTICIPANTS

13H00 - 14H00 breakaway session - Tour guiding (continued)
MEFT and Tour and Safari Association of Namibia
(Orlando Haraseb and Delphin Ilunga)

14H00 - 16H00
Making connections & creating opportunities 1-on-1 Business
Exchange and Introductions

All delegates - Investors, Start-ups and venture
capitalists
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

16H00 - 18H00 Africa Tourism Innovation Challenge Bootcamp & Demo Lab

Youth Challenges Judges
Akwasi Obeng-Adjei - Director of Audit: Investment
Management and Insurance, Absa Bank, South Africa.
Maipato Mmako - Lecturer, Coordinator and Learning
Development Facilitator, University of Johannesburg,
South Africa.
Jose Ricardo Diaz Ardila – Innovation and Digital
Transformation Expert, UN Tourism, Spain.
Safiyya Akoojee - Founder & Chief Executive Officer of
Fortunatus Advisory LLC, UAE
Nicholas Bortey - IT Strategist & Business Consultant, CEO,
Liranz Limited, Ghana
Dr Isobel Manuel - Department Head, Senior Lecturer,
Department of Tourism and Hospitality, Namibia University
of Science and Technology, Namibia
Prof. Kamilla Swart - Doctor of Education – Sport
Tourism, Illinois State University, USA
Dan D'souza - Senior Manager, Intrapreneurship, United
Kingdom
Mentors and Shortlisted Nominees 

Facilitator - Barry Clemens, CEO, EQ Hospitality, Kenya

END OF DAY AT LEISURE

ENTREPRENEURSHI P MASTERCLASS
& INTRA-AFRICA TRADING DAY
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

06H30 - 07H30 Health & wellness

07H30 - 09H00 REGISTRATION ATP & MEFT

09H00 - 16H00 NAMIBIA TOURISM EXPO ALL REGISTERED EXHIBITORS/BUYERS 

TIME OFFICIAL OPENING EVENT

09H00 - 09H05 INTRODUCTIONS MC

09H05 - 09H10 NATIONAL ANTHEMS MC

09H10 - 09H25 PERFORMANCE CULTURAL PERFORMANCE

09H25 - 09H30 MESSAGE BY AFRICA TOURISM PARTNERS Kwakye Donkor - CEO, Africa Tourism Partners, South
Africa

09H30 - 09H35 MESSAGE FROM UN TOURISM Elcia Grandcourt - Director, Africa Department, UN
Tourism, Spain

09H35 - 09H40 MESSAGE BY AfCFTA

Gemma Matshediso Mbegabolawe - Regional Economic
Communities Coordinator, Directorate of Institutional
Matters and Programme Coordination (DIMPC), AfCFTA
Secretariat 

09H40 - 09H45 welcoming remarks & introduction of keynote speaker TIMO MUFETI - ACTING Executive Director - Ministry of
Environment, Forestry and Tourism, Namibia

09H45 - 09H55 keynote address Hon. Dr. EMMA KANTEMA-GAOMAS - DEPUTY MINISTER OF
SPORT, YOUTH & NATIONAL SERVICE, NAMIBIA
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

09H55 - 10H00 GUEST OF HONOUR H.E Zurab Pololikashvili - Secretary General, 
UN Tourism, Spain

10H00 - 11H00

Ministerial and Policy-makers Dialogue: 

Advancing the voices of young women in travel, tourism and tech

entrepreneurs and leadership - challenges, opportunities and

solution

Hon. Andrew kofi Egyapa Mercer - Minister of tourism, Arts & Culture, Ghana
Gemma Matshediso Mbegabolawe - Regional Economic Communities Coordinator,
Directorate of Institutional Matters and Programme Coordination (DIMPC),
AfCFTA Secretariat
HION. Emma Kantema-Gaomas - Deputy Minister of Sport, Youth & National
Service, Namibia
H.E. Ambassador Caesar Chacha Waitara, high commissioner , Tanzania

Moderator: Kenneth Kapitako: Vice Chairperson, Federation of Tourism Associations
in Namibia

11H00 - 11H15 Networking and Refreshment Break 

11H15 - 12H15
Ministerial and policy-makers Dialogue: Reshaping Africa travel

and tourism education for quality outcomes, youth employability

and decent jobs through innovation 

Scene Setter & International Best Practice
Dr Linda Pereira - Chief Executive Officer, CPL Events, Portugal 

FIRESIDE CHAT
Dr. Linda Pereira - Chief Executive Officer, CPL Events, Portugal 
Fatma M Khamis - Principal Secretary at Ministry of TRADE and INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT, Zanzibar

Interviewer: Prof. Tshidi Mohapeloa - Senior Lecturer, Rhodes Business School and
Champion of entrepreneurship at Rhodes University

12H15 - 12H45
Change-makers School 

Taking the next step in entrepreneurship journey using Creative

Arts, Heritage and Culture

Nombulelo Guliwe – CEO, South African Tourism

Akwasi Agyeman – CEO, Ghana Tourism Authority

12H45 - 13H00 Speakers and Delegates’ Open Exchange
Interviewer & Moderator: Kwakye Donkor, Africa

Tourism Partner

13H00 - 14H00 NETWORKING LUNCH

14H10 - 15H10

Inspirations

Societal and Organisational Shift - Key drivers for

entrepreneurship and start-up successes, failures, learnings and

advice

Hon. Dr. Emma S. Kantema - Deputy Minister of Sport, Youth &
National Service, Namibia
Cornelius Ugunwa - CEO, Kardinal Technologies Inc, Nigeria
Eugene Allotey - Co- Founder and COO at Creative Bibini Ltd I
Development Partner at FOCAS | Award Winner Africa Youth in
Tourism innovation- ATLF- UNWTO 2021, Ghana
Joram Mwinamo - Chief Executive Officer, SNDBX, Kenya 

Moderator: Prof Kobby Mensah – Associate Professor of Marketing -
University of Ghana Business School
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

15H10 - 16H00

The Roadmap to Innovative Disruptions

Unravelling the layers of travel technological innovation &

commercial opportunities through problem solving

Nawa Likando - Head of Digital Strategy, Transformation, and
Innovation MTC, Namibia  
Khaya Mbanga - Head of Digital Advisory, BDO Advisory Services,
South Africa 
Mike Tavares - Founder & CEO, Ojimah, Mauritius 
Nicholas Bortey - IT Strategist & Business Consultant, CEO, Liranz
Limited, Ghana

Interviewer: Safiyya Akoojee - Founder & Chief Executive Officer of
Fortunatus Advisory LLC, UAE

16H00 - 16H30

In Pursuit of Success 

Demystifying start-up funding as the barrier to navigating the

path to Innovation and Success

Dino Ballotti - Executive Director for MSME & StartUps, NIPDB,
Namibia
Gideon Asare - Managing Director - Adansi Travels Ltd, Ghana
Connie-Marlene Theyse - HEAD OF ENTERPRISE BANKING, FNB NAMIBIA

Moderator: Joanne Mwangi – Yelbert - Director, Professional Marketing
Services (PMS) Group, Kenya

16H30 - 17H00
Africa Youth in Tourism Innovation Challenge Demos &
Pitch Battle 1 

Youth Challenges Judges
Akwasi Obeng-Adjei - Director of Audit: Investment Management and
Insurance, Absa Bank, South Africa.
Maipato Mmako - Lecturer, Coordinator and Learning Development
Facilitator, University of Johannesburg, South Africa.
Jose Ricardo Diaz Ardila – Innovation and Digital Transformation
Expert, UN Tourism, Spain.
Safiyya Akoojee - Founder & Chief Executive Officer of Fortunatus
Advisory LLC, UAE
Nicholas Bortey - IT Strategist & Business Consultant, CEO, Liranz
Limited, Ghana
Dr Isobel Manuel - Department Head, Senior Lecturer, Department
of Tourism and Hospitality, Namibia University of Science and
Technology, Namibia
Prof. Kamilla Swart - Doctor of Education – Sport Tourism, Illinois
State University, USA
Dan D'souza - Senior Manager, Intrapreneurship, United Kingdom
Mentors and Shortlisted Nominees 

Facilitator - Barry Clemens, CEO, EQ Hospitality, Kenya

17H00 - 17H10 Wrap-up and Reflections Akwasi Obeng-Adjei - Director of Audit: Investment Management and
Insurance, Absa Bank, South Africa & PhD Candidate, South Africa 

18H00 - 20H00 WELCOME COCKTAILS - Hilton Windhoek All delegates, exhibitors, media and invited guestS
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

08H00 - 16H00 PROGRAMME DIRECTION

09H00 - 09H05 WELCOME & introduction

Sebulon Chicalu - Director, Tourism and Gaming,

Ministry of Environment, Forestry & Tourism,

Namibia

09H05 - 09H35

Future of Work Think Tank

Redefining the value of Africa travel, tourism and hospitality

ecosystem and job creation pathways in the exponential Tech Boom

Mbali Mngomezulu – Manager, Business Development,

Mastercard, South Africa

Dr Sisco Auala - Senior Lecturer, Namibia University of

Science and Technology

Johannes Kunamwene - Manager, TELECOM, Namibia

Interviewer – Akwasi Agyeman, CEO, Ghana Tourism Authority

09H40 - 10H10

Clearing the path for Social Entrepreneurship 

Doing Good – Doing Well: An inspirational and sustainable approach

to building an organisation with purpose and viable Return on

Investment

Humphrey Muchuma - Founder, INUA AI, Kenya
Benedict Libanda - CEO, Environmental Investment Fund, Namibia 
Olga Katjiuongua - Manager, Development Fund, Social Security
Commission, Namibia

Interviewer: Dino Ballotti - Executive Director for MSME & StartUps,
NIPDB, Namibia

10H10 - 11H00

INCLUSION & INTEGRATIONAL  CONVERSATIONS: 

Balancing the economic value of “new bies” and the “legends” in

the Africa Travel and Tourism Sector to boost profitability and

growth 

Hon. Heather Sibungo - Deputy Minister, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Tourism, Namibia 
Waseem  Carrim  - Chairperson, National Youth Development Agency,
South Africa
Samiya Abdulkadir Godu - President, Ethiopia Youth Entrepreneurs
Associations, Ethiopia
Calista Schwartz-Gowases - Director, Nation Youth Council of
Namibia 

Moderator – Margareth Geddy, News Reporter, Tanzania Broadcasting
Corporation 

11H00 - 11H15 REFRESHMENT BREAK AND EXPO TOUR

11H20 - 12H00

The Future of Travel & Tourism 

Unveiling Africa’s Travel Tech Realities – An untapped sales avenue

for travel and tourism entrepreneurs

Håvar Bauck - Founder, Hotelonline, Kenya  
Felix Donkor - Snr. Manager, Channel Marketing, Europe.
Honeywell, UNITED KINGDOM
Charmaine Mathews - Head of Marketing, Namibia Tourism Board

Interviewer: Tshifhiwa Tshivhengwa  - CEO, Tourism Business Council of
South Africa

12H05 - 12H35

New generation empowerment

Understanding how navigate the landscape of funding instruments

for visionary and sustainable ventures in Africa

Justus Hausiku - Executive Chairman, Arch Group of

Companies, Namibia

Dan D'souza - Senior Manager, Intrapreneurship, United

Kingdom
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

12H35 - 13H00 Speaker and Delegates’ Open Exchange 
Moderator: Christelle Grohmann - Director, BDO,

South Africa

13H00 - 14H00 NETWORKING LUNCH & exhibition

14H00 - 14H30
TEDTALK

She evolves and leads: Empowering the next generation of young

women to build strong for new ventures and push boundaries 

Inga Mtolo - Senior Consultant, BDO, South Africa

14H30 - 14H50 Speaker and Delegates’ Open Exchange 

Dr. Isobel Manuel – Head of Department and Senior

Lecturer Hospitality and Tourism, Namibia

University of Science & Technology

14H50 - 15H10
Managing Intellectual Property Rights - inspiring a dream of

innovation, authenticity ecosystem and ambition of start-ups
Scene Setter: Safiyya Akoojee - Director, Fortunatus Advisory,
UAE

15H10 - 15H50 SYNTHESIS OF DAY 

 
Veviene Katjiuongua - CEO, Business and Intellectual
Property Authority, Namibia
Safiyya Akoojee - Director, Fortunatus Advisory, UAE 

Moderator: Bornventure Mbidzo - Acting CEO, Namibia Tourism
Board 

15H50 - 16H30
Fireside Chat with Scene Setter: 

Sports Tourism – An unexplored ecosystem for economic viable

youth entrepreneurship, start-ups and career development

PROF. Kamilla Swart - Director, Sport & Entertainment
Management, College of Science and Engineering, Hamad
Bin Khalifa University, Qatar
Danny Meyer – Founder & Director, SMEs Compete, Namibia 

Interviewer – Memory Momba Kamthunzi: Executive Director,
Malawi Tourism Council

16H30 - 17H00 Wrap-up and Reflections Miller Matola - CEO, Millvest, South Africa

END OF DAY AT LEISURE

SUMMIT DAY 2: 
THURSDAY, 30 MAY 2024
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TIME DETAILS FACULTY OF SPEAKERS

08H00 - 08H50 REGISTRATION

08H50 - 09H05 WELCOME & introduction

09H05 - 09H15
Keynote Message 
Embracing revolutionary and disruptive technologies: AI, Block Chain, Metaverse
and more for accelerated growth and financial viability

Natalia Bayona – Executive Director, UN TOURISM, Spain

09H20 - 10H20 Advancing innovative youth entrepreneurship through natural and
cultural heritage based-and sustainable tourism 

Gonaya Monei E. Sethora - Women and Youth in Trade

Expert|Directorate of Institutional Matters and Programme

Coordination (DIMPC), AfCFTA Secretariat

Prof. Nellie Swart – Tourism Management, University of South

Africa  

Evah Mosetlhane - Tourism & SMME Development Consultant,

Botswana

Eunice Smith – Country Representative, UNESCO, Namibia

Mr. Ally Karaerua, Managing Partner, Natural Section, Namibia

Moderator – Mukameenda Salare - Cluster Commercial Manager, Hilton

Windhoek, Namibia

10H20 - 11H15 Transforming knowledge for Africa's Future through innovation and disruptive
technologies 

Maipato Caroline Mmako - Lecturer, Coordinator & Learning

Development, University of Johannesburg

Ibukunoluwa Salau - Founder and CEO, DIREX, Nigeria 

José Ricardo Díaz Ardila - Senior Specialist, Innovation and Digital

Transformation, Office of the Executive Director, UN TOURISM,Spain  

(VIRTUA

FELIX DONKOR - Snr Channel Marketing Manager For Honeywell,

United Kingdom

Moderator: Prof. Michael Twum-Darko - Acting Head: Graduate Centre

for Management; Head: Centre for Business Innovation & Incubation, Cape

Peninsula University of Technology, South Africa

11H15 - 11H30 REFRESHMENT BREAK AND EXHIBITION VISIT

11H30 - 12H00
Hard Talk 
Leveraging intra-Africa travel to reap commercial benefits of the world’s most
youth and women-friendly trade agreement AfCFTA

Gonaya Monei E. Sethora - Women and Youth in Trade Expert,

Directorate of Institutional Matters and Programme Coordination

(DIMPC), AfCFTA Secretariat

Nombulelo Guliwe - CEO, South African Tourism, South Africa

Gideon Asare – Managing Director, Adansi Travel Ltd, Ghana

Ndita Robiati, Deputy Executive Director, Ministry of Trade and

Industrialisation, Namibia

12H30 - 13H00 Speaker and delegates’ open exchange
Moderator: Kgotso Miles Ollyn - Corporate Legal
Counsel/Board Secretary, Botswana Tourism Organisation
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13H00 - 14H00 LUNCH AND EXHIBITION

14H00 - 15H00

Aviation Talent Boost

The pathways and career guidance to boost youth employability in
the global tourism and aviation in industrY

Toska Sem – Executive Director, Namibia Civil Aviation Authority
Winnie Muchanyuka - Tourism and Aviation Expert, Zimbabwe
Tangeni Shakumu - Accountable Manager, NATA, Namibia
Aaron Munetsi - CEO, Airlines Association of Southern Africa

Moderator: Achma Asokan - Group CEO, Airlines Pros, USA

15H00 - 17H00 Mentorship Festival & Employability Clinic - 
Spotlight 1-on-1 Delegates consultations with experts & speakers

All Speakers and delegates 

Facilitators: 

Aaron Munetsi - CEO, Airline Association of Southern Africa

& Africa &

Susan (Akon) Akporiaye - President National Association of

Nigerian Travel Agencies(NANTA)

Joseph Bentum Williams - UNWTO Senior Expert on

Communications in Africa & Managing Publisher, Voyage

Afriq

Nrupesh Soni – Founder, Facilit8 Namibia, Namibia

Moderator: Joseph Bentum Williams - UNWTO Senior Expert on

Communications in Africa & Managing Publisher, Voyage Afriq

17H00 - 17H15 Wrap-up and Reflections Christelle Grohmann – Director, BDO, South Africa 

18H00 - 18H10 Introduction of Awards for Innovation Challenge 
Barry Clemens - Chairperson Innovation Challenge and
Africa Tourism Innovation Hub

18H10 - 18H20 Youth Summit Closing Remarks and Opening of Awards Evening 
Hon. Heather Mwiza Sibungo - Deputy Minister Of
Environment, Forestry And Tourism, Namibia

18H00 - 20H00

TOP 3 Innovation Challenge awards & Namibian Youth in Tourism
Awards 

Announcement of Africa Youth in Tourism Innovation
Challenge 
Cocktail evening & Networking 
Vote of thanks 

barry clemens - Chairperson Innovation
Challenge and Africa Tourism Innovation Hub
Miller Matola - CEO, Millvest, South Africa
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Hon. Heather Mwiza Sibungo
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Environment, Forestry &
Tourism, Namibia

H.E. Ambassador Caesar Chacha Waitara 
High Commissioner
Tanzania

Hon. Dr. Emma Kantema-gaomas
Deputy Minister
Ministry Of Sport, Youth and
National Service, Namibia

Waseem Carrim
CEO
National Youth Development
Agency, South Africa

Emily Mburu-Ndoria
Director
Trade In Services, Investment,
Intellectual Property Rights And Digital
Trade AFCFTA Secretariat, Ghana

Elcia Grandcourt
Director, Africa Department
UN Tourism

H.E. Zurab Pololikashvili 
Secretary General
UN Tourism

Hon. Andrew Kofi Egyapa Mercer
Minister 
Minister Of Tourism, Arts And
Culture, Ghana

Natalia Bayona
Director
Innovation, Education &
Investments, UN Tourism
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Håvar Bauck
Founder
Hotelonline, Norway

Connie-Marlene Theyse
Head Of Enterprise Banking
FNB Commercial, Namibia

Inga Mtolo
Consultant
Strategic Development & Advisory,
BDO Advisory Services, 
South Africa

Christelle Grohmann
Director
BDO Advisory Services, 
South Africa

Seimy Shidute
Deputy Executive Director
Ministry Of Environment, Forestry
And Tourism, Namibia

Aaron Munetsi
CEO
Airline Association Of South Africa,
South  Africa

Linda Pereira
CEO
CPL Events, United Kingdom &
Cape Verde

Kenneth Kapitako
Owner/Operator
Sandwich Dune Tours And Car
Rentals CC, Namibia

Akwasi Agyeman
CEO
Ghana Tourism Authority, 
Ghana
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Bonventure Max Mbidzo
Acting CEO
Namibia Tourism Board

Barry Clemens
Chairperson
Innovation Challenge And Africa
Tourism Innovation Hub, Kenya

Achma Asokan-Foster
CEO
AirlinePros International, USA

Kwakye Donkor
CEO
Africa Tourism Partners, 
South Africa

Miller Matola
CEO
Millvest Advisory, South Africa

Cornelius Ugwunwa
CEO
Kardinal Technologies Inc, 
Nigeria

Dan D'souza
Senior  Manager
L Marks, United Kingdom

Gemma Matshediso Mbegabolawe
Regional Economic Communities Coordinator
ACFTA Secretariat, Accra, Ghana

Dr. Erling Kavita
Executive Director, Directorate:
ADS And Satellite Campuses
Namibia University Of Science And
Technology, Namibia
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Felix Donkor
Snr Channel Marketing Manager
Honeywell, 
United Kingdom

SIYA mthethwa
Chief Strategy Officer
South African Tourism

Gonaya MoneI E. Sethora
Women and Youth in Trade Expert,
Directorate of Institutional Matters and
Programme Coordination (DIMPC)
AfCFTA Secretariat

Dino Ballotti
Executive Director
MSME Development, Innovation &
Acceleration, Namibia

Eugene Allotey
Co- Founder And COO
Creative Bibini Ltd I Development Partner At
FOCAS | Award Winner Africa Youth In Tourism
Innovation - ATLF - UNWTO 2021, Ghana

Fatma M. Khamis
Principal Secretary
Ministry Of Trade And Industrial
Development, Tanzania

Gideon Asare
Managing Director
Adansi Travels Ltd, Ghana

Humphrey Muchuma
Founder & CEO
INUA AI, Nairobi, Kenya

Ibukunoluwa Salau
Founder And CEO
Direx, United Kingdom
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Joram Mwinamo
CEO & Founder
Wylde International, Kenya

José Ricardo Díaz Ardila
Senior Specialist, Innovation And Digital
Transformation, Office Of The Executive
Director
UN Tourism

KOJO Bentum WilliamS
Senior Expert On Communications
In Africa & Managing Publisher, UN
Tourism
Voyages Afriq, Ghana

Dr. Isobel Manuel
Department Head, Senior Lecturer
Department Of Tourism And Hospitality
At The Namibia University Of Science
And Technology, Namibia

Kgotso Miles Ollyn
Corporate Legal Counsel/
Board Secretary
Botswana Tourism Organisation, 
Botswana

Khaya Mbanga
Head Of Digital Advisory
BDO Advisory Services, 
South Africa

PROF.  Kobby Mensah
Lecturer
University Of Ghana Business School,
Ghana

Dr. Kamilla Swart
Doctor Of Education – Sport
Tourism
Illinois State University, USA

Selma Namutuwa
Investment Attraction Team Lead
Namibia Investment Promotion &
Development Board 
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Memory Momba Kamthunzi
Executive Director
Malawi Tourism Council, 
Malawi

Nawa Likando
Head Of Digital Strategy,
Transformation, &  Innovation
MTC, Namibia

Maipato Caroline Mmako
Lecturer, Coordinator & Learning
Development Facilitator
University Of Johannesburg, 
South Africa

Margareth Geddy
Producer
Tanzania Safari Channel, 
Tanzania

prof. Nellie Swart
Lecturer: Tourism Management
University Of South Africa, 
South Africa

Nicholas Bortey
IT Strategist & Business Consultant,
CEO
Liranz Limited, Ghana

Samiya Abdulkadir Godu
President
Ethiopia Youth Entrepreneurs
Associations, Ethiopia

Benedict Libanda
Chief Executive Officer
Environmental Investment Fund
Of Namibia

Ally Karearua
Chairperson And Executive Member
Hospitality Association Of Namibia
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SEBULON CHICALU 
Director, Tourism and Gaming
Ministry of Environment, Forestry &
Tourism, Namibia

Susan Akon Akporiaye
President
National Association Of Nigeria
Travel Agencies (NANTA), Nigeria

Tangeni Shakumu
Accountable Manager
Namibian Aviation Training
Academy (NATA), Namibia

Safiyya Akoojee
Director
Fortunatus Advisory LLC, Dubai

PROF. Tshidi Mohapeloa
Senior Lecturer: Rhodes Business School &
Champion Of Entrepreneurship,
Rhodes University, South Africa

Winnet Muchanyuka
Tourism And Aviation Expert
Executive Concierge, Zimbabwe

yaw Dwomoh
CEO
Idea Hive, Ghana

Evah Mosetlhane
Tourism & SMME
Development Consultant
Botswana

Prof Michael Twum-Darko, PhD
(UCT), FIAP, Tssf
Acting Head, Founder
The Graduate Centre For Management, Centre For
Business Innovation And Incubation (BIIC), Cape
Peninsula Of University Of Technology, South Africa
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Gaylord Kasayi
Founder
YEBO RDC, Democratic Republic Of
Congo

Joanne Mwangi
Founder And CEO
Professional Marketing
Services (PMS) Group,
Kenya

Mbali Mngomezulu
Manager Of Business Development
Mastercard | Grading Assessor
Accreditation CATHSETA, 
South Africa

Samora John Chacha
Director of Planning, Policy, and Research
Ministry Of Tourism And Heritage, 
Zanzibar

Nrupesh Soni
Founder
Facilit8, Namibia
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I was born and raised in Mbarara. I am the CEO Canine Safaris Ltd, team
leader at BuildSafari software and a Digital Marketing Officer at Empower
Youth In Technology. I am also a member of the YALI Network. I have vast
experience in business development, building innovations and mentoring
young people

AYTIS 2024

Itaagi Devin
Chief Executive Officer, Canine Safaris Ltd, Uganda

Ajena Jafar is a disruptor in the best sense. He is an experienced marketer,
a tech advocate, and a champion for a sustainable and inclusive future of
African tourism. His dedication to harnessing technology’s power positons
him as a key figure in shaping the industry’s positive transformaton.

Ajena Jafar
Founder & CEO, Tour Plug, Uganda

He is currently serving as the CEO of Fihankra ComTech LLC, a travel security and
safety technology start-up, where he leads a ten member team towards the charge
of creating cutting-edge technologies aimed at ensuring people’s safety wherever
they go. He, together with his team, have pitched and won various awards and
recognition for their work towards pushing for safety innovation within Ghana.

Joseph Owiredu
Chief Executive Officer, Fihankra ComTech Ltd, Ghana

I am Kedumetse Liphi, a 33-year-old Electronic Engineer and Innovator from
Senete in the northern region of Botswana. Graduating from St Joseph’s College in
2009, I embarked on a unique journey, joining the Military College and becoming a
soldier. While in the Army, I pursued my university education part-time.
Simultaneously, I ventured into entrepreneurship, establishing my IDE Business,
Ked-Liphi (Pty) Ltd, which laid the foundation for my future successes.

Kedumetse Liphi
Founder & Chief Engineer, Ked-Liphi (Pty) Ltd, Botswana

I'm a dedicated professional with expertise in renewable energy, environmental sciences, and
tourism management. I graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Renewable Energy and
Environmental Sciences in July 2023 and I'm currently pursuing a Certificate in Tourism
Management. My commitment to sustainability and innovation led me to win the Leap-Re
Ideathon Innovation on Solar Mini-grids and Ecosystem. As a co-founder of ReNewGen Tech
Ltd, I actively contributes to developing green energy solutions. My passion for environmental
sustainability extends to my studies in tourism management, where I aim to integrate my
expertise to promote sustainable tourism practices.

gerald MUEMA
Technical Advisor, ReNewGen, Kenya
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I’m Rosalia Haufiku, an electronics engineering student at the Namibia University of
Science and Technology with a strong interest in applying technology to
environmental solutions. This passion led me to develop a system for streamlining
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) audits. My background in electronics
engineering proved valuable in creating a user-friendly platform that simplifies data
collection and reporting for environmental compliance.

AYTIS 2024

Rosalia Haufiku Laudika
Student, NUST, Namibia

Sarah Anghuwo, a visionary advocate for creatourism and cultural preservation,
stands at the forefront of Africa’s artistic renaissance. Born on March 22, 2004, in
Windhoek, Namibia, Sarah proudly embraces her Oshivambo roots intertwined
with Ugandan heritage, embodying the rich tapestry of African diversity.

Sarah Anghuwo
Founder, Africikoatizay, Namibia

I am an electronic engineering student at the Namibia University of Science and
Technology in my final year of studies, and I am passionate about technology and
how it has the power to completely transform human existence. I have explored
the complex worlds of electronic systems, circuits, and communication
technologies over my academic career, developing my abilities and broadening my
knowledge base to harness the potential of innovation for societal improvement.

Sarome Hamata
Student, NUST, Namibia
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